Date: June 10, 2009

Subject: Proposed Changes to the Portuguese Minor

From: Bebe Miller, Chair, Art & Humanities Subcommittee

The Arts and Humanities Subcommittee met to consider a revision to the Portuguese Minor. Substantially, this is a small adjustment to the existing program intended to strengthen the program core and streamline the categories of offerings. The overall requirements remain similar to the present Minor, and the total number of hours required does not change as well. 

The rationale for the change reflects developments undertaken over the last several years by the Portuguese faculty members, in developing several new courses as well as modifying existing ones, to offer a wider range and more contemporary choices to students entering the program.  After the Individualized Instruction program (I.I.), which focused on changes at the elementary level, was instituted several years ago, a logical next step was to adjust the undergraduate Major and Minor to accommodate the new courses with a view to strengthening the program.  In April 2009, the revised Portuguese Major received final approval by OAA, and this present revision of the Minor is intended to complement and create greater parallelism between the new Major and the Minor programs. 

The current Minor in Portuguese consists of a minimum of 20 credit hours chosen from Table A (below). In special cases Portuguese 693 can be arranged to a maximum of fifteen (15) hours, but not to replace a regularly scheduled course. Portuguese 401 is the required course. 

The Proposed Minor in Portuguese consists of a minimum of 20 credit hours chosen from Table B with the help of an academic advisor. Portuguese 401 or 402 or 403 AND 450 are required. Students must then choose 5 credits from Advanced Language/Linguistics courses and 5 credits from Literatures and Cultures courses (see corresponding lists below). All prerequisites are still observed.
Without increasing the overall number of hours in the minor, the proposed program increases the core requirements from one, Portuguese 401, Advanced Portuguese Grammar, to two: 450, Introduction to the Study of Literatures and Cultures. Also, by allowing students to take EITHER 401 OR 402, Portuguese Reading and Listening, OR 403, Portuguese Conversation and Composition (i.e. any ONE of 401, 402, or 403), the program is much more flexible but still demanding. I believe this is the one significant difference from the new Major in the area of Core Requirements. By providing the option of taking any one of these courses, students will be able to enter the Minor at more convenient points in their program, and yet still have the option of taking one or both of the other courses during the remainder of their Minor. 
The department has also arranged the literature and culture courses into one more updated, streamlined category, giving greater flexibility as well as removing an artificial division between the two areas. 

The committee found this to be an explicit, well-conceived proposal that will keep this Minor aligned with the Major, and will clearly allow more flexibility for students to earn the Minor, which will make for a more diverse student body. 
Proposal for a Revision to Portuguese Minor

Table A: Current Minor

Advanced Language/Linguistics 
401
Grammar Review  






5 hours 

402
Portuguese Reading and Listening




5 hours

403
Portuguese Conversation and Composition



5 hours

510 
Portuguese Translation  






5 hours 

611 
The Portuguese Language 





5 hours 

730
Topics Portuguese Linguistics





5 hours 

Literature 
450
Introduction to the Study of Literatures and Cultures


5 hours

551
Survey of Portuguese and Brazilian Literature I



5 hours 

552 
Survey of Portuguese and Brazilian Literature II



5 hours 

595
Special Topics - Foreign Study





1-15 hours

650
Topics in Lit. of the Portuguese Speaking World (Repeatable) 

5-15 hours 


Culture 
560
Culture and Civilization of Portugal 




5 hours 

561 
Culture and Civilization of Brazil




5 hours 

595
Special Topics - Foreign Study





1-15 hours

Electives Students may choose any course from the “advanced language” list or: 

693
Individual Studies






1-10 hours

694
Group Studies







1-15 hours

697
Study at a Foreign Institution





1-10 hours

Table B: Proposed Minor

Required Orientation Courses (10 credits)
One course from the following three:

401 Advanced Portuguese Grammar 




5 credits

402 Portuguese Reading and Listening 




5 credits

403 Portuguese Conversation and Composition 



5 credits

AND

450 Introduction to the Study of Literatures and Cultures


5 credits

Advanced Language/Linguistics (5 credits)

401 Advanced Portuguese Grammar 




5 credits

402 Portuguese Reading and Listening 




5 credits

403 Portuguese Conversation and Composition 



5 credits

510 Portuguese Translation 





5 credits 

595 Special Topics in Foreign Study 




1-15 credits

611 The Portuguese Language 





5 credits 

730 Studies in Portuguese Linguistics 




5 credits

Literatures and Cultures (5 credits)
551 Literature from the Middle Ages to Neoclassicism 


5 credits 

552 Literature from Romanticism to the Present 



5 credits

595 Special Topics in Foreign Study 




1-15 credits

560 Cultural Expressions of Portugal and Lusophone Africa 

5 credits 

561 Cultural Expressions of Brazil 




5 credits 

650 Studies in Literatures and Cultures of the Portuguese Speaking World 

       

(Repeatable)





5-15 credits 

750 Studies in Literatures and Cultures of the Portuguese-Speaking World 

5 credits

Electives 

In special cases, upon approval by an academic advisor, the Elective courses below can be counted toward Minor requirements. 

693 Individual Studies 






1-10 credits

694 Group Studies 






1-15 credits

697 Study at a Foreign Institution 




1-10 credits

H783 Honors Research






3-5 credits
